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LB J : 




I wonder if you don 1 1 think A it would be wise for you 

"“an'd”*Rusk" to get ’the” * Speaker and Mansi' ieTd" "to call 'a 

gr-oup of-— 15 or- 2 0-peop-le— together -f rom-the-Armed-Ser 

vices and Foreign Relations and tell them what happen- 
~ed. A good" many o*f them are" saying to me--"” 


RSM: Right. I’ve been thinking about this_myself — 

-LBJ : T-hey-'-re goi-n ? to* st-ar-t- ai^-i-nv-e^t4gat4-on --i-f- you don-^-t 


RSM: 


we * should a"fs 


~ *r~tfiink^w<r* should al sp, at that time, Mr. President, 
.^e-x-pl-ain— this-OP-LAl/ 34A co-ver-t* -ope-r-ationT The-r-e-' s— no 
question but what 1 that *haaf bearing- on it. Friday night, 
as you probably know,* we "had" ’"'four’ PT* boats from Vietnam 
-manned- by- Vietnamese or other nationals attack two ■ 
islands . . - Following 24 hours after that with this 
‘destroyer irPthat same' area undo ubtedly le^ them_t_o ' 
c o . 


LBJ 


Well 7 "say "‘that to Dirksen. You notice 'Dirksen says 
this mor-ni-n 1 ■ that - we -gotta- 1 - reassesg-^he— s-it-uation and 
do something about it. 1 1 d tell him we’re doing what 
fie r s“ talking about. A 

RSM: I was thinking of doing this myself, in personal visits, 
but I think" 'your** ‘thought is better"^ * * We" r TX”get the 
.. -group together .• . 

LfiJT"*Nw"T"wisTi] v you , d give me ’some guidance on what we ought 
to say.. —I— want to leave an impress-ion on the background 
with the people we talk to over here that we're going 
to "be" "firm as*” hell without saying” some't^rjg that's dan- 
■ - gerous. « . * They want to-be damned su-re^ we-' re f irm — 
that's what all the country wants because Goldwater's 
’raisin’ 1 so””fnuch hell about *Edw“ffe v s* go’ing to blow - ' them 
... of-f— the— moon-. . . - — • •• 
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